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2 KINGS, Chap. iv. Ver. 1. 2. 


Now there cried a certain WWoman of the 
Wives of the Sons of the Prophets unto 
Eliſha, ſaying, Thy Servant my Husband 
is dead, and thou knoweſt that thy Servant 
did fear the Lord: And the Creditor is 
come to take unto him my two Sons to be 
Bondmen. 

And Eliſha ſaid unto her, What ſhall I do 
for thee? Tell me, what haſt thou in the 
Houſe ® And ſhe ſaid, Thine Handmaid 
hath not any thing in the Houſe, ſave a 
Fot of Oil. 


H E Points in this Paſſage to which 
I would beſpeak your Attention, 
are theſe following. 
Firſt, A Wibpow with Chil- 
dren in Diſtreſs ; poor and in Debt: her whole 
Subſtance being a Pot of Oil, and the Credi- 
tor coming upon her to make his Seizure. 
A 2 Secondly, 


(4) 
Secondly, A WiDow diftinguiſhed by a 
culiar Character, being a Woman of the 
Wives of the Sons of the Prophets; and as 
fuch ſhe makes, her Addreſs for Pity and Re- 
lief. She declares her Relation to the Pro- 
phets at the fame Time that ſhe declares her 
Widowhood ; Thy Servant my Husband is 
dead : And ſhe pleads his Piety when ſhe diſ- 
covers her own Neceſſities. She lays his Me- 
rits and her own Afflictions together, to ſet 
off the latter with more Force and Tender- 
neſs hon knoweſt that thy Servant did 
fear the Lord: And the Creditor is come 
This is naturally and beautifully urged ; and 
ſhe lays her Streſs upon it. Her Husband, it 
icems, had been a Worſhipper and Servant of 
the true God in Times of great Idolatry and 
Deſection of the J/raehtes to Baal. And this, 
it is not unlikely, was the Reaton of his Po- 
verty, being a good Man, diſcountenanced 
and oppreſſed in an evil Age. Thou knoweſ!, 
&c. (tays the to EIiſha) vis. Thou waſt a 
Witneſs of my Husband's Worth and Charac- 
ter: Bear Witneis now to the extream Hard- 
inip of my Caſe. No {ſooner is he dead and 
gone, but ihe Creattor is come; is come ta 
take unto him my two Sans to be Bondmen, 
without Hope of Redemption; for their Fa- 
ther is no more, and their Mother is in Want. 
Thirdly, HE x Complaint is to a Prophet; 
to Eliſba, the Maſter of the Prophets: One 
Who, as ihe might reatonably preſume, would 
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be the more ſenſibly touched with her Caſe, in 
conſideratioh of the Relation ſhe bore to the 
Sacred College; and whoſe Charity was like- 
ly to flow the more freely in her Favour, up- 
on Remembrance of her late Husband's Piety 
and Zeal in the Service of God. which ſhe 
makes her principal Pica, and which is in her 
Nouth as a thouſand Arguments. 

Tur fourth and laſt Thing to be remarked, 
is the compaſſionate Regard of Lisa towards 
this humble Supplicant : ha ſhall I do for 
thee? And his particular Enquiry into her 
Circumſtances, that he might proportion his 
Succours to her Wants: Tell me, what haſt 
thou in the Houſe ? He treats her as a Siſter, 
or a Daughter, as one that he was bound to be- 
friend, as one that was juſtly intitled to what 
Aſſiſtance he could make her, both in regard 
of her Circumſtances, deplorable in themſelves, 
and on account of her Claims, thro' Athnity, 
upon the whole Propheric Order. 

AND now, whoſoever doth not perceive, 
from theſe ſhort Obſervations that I have made, 
ſome Relation, Reſemblance of Character, or 
circumſtantial Likencts between the Pertons 
concern'd in my Text, and thoſe who are con- 
cern'd in the Buſineſs of this Day, ig. The 
Petitioners for the preſent Charitv, and the 
Diſpenſers of it: I ſay, whoſoever is not ſen- 
ſible, from the few Remarks already made, 
what Room here is for an Application of this 
Scripture to the preſent Occaſion of our Meet- 

ing, 
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| ing, would hardly be made ſenſible by any 
further Enlargement upon the Particulars. 
Bor in Truth, it is only trifling with a 
Text of Scripture, nay worſe, it is miſuſing it, 
to labour to extend it further than its proper 
Latitude. This is only an hiſtorical Paſſage 
that hath no Reſerence to the Subject J am 
called up to ſpeak to, otherwiſe than by Ac- 
commodation thro' Similitude of Circumſtan- 
ces; being a Deſcription of a Caſe nearly pa- 
rallel to the Caſe in Hand. It is an Image bor- 
rowed from Antiquity, that doth aptly enough 
repreſent (in all the main Strokes and ſtrongeſt 
Lines of it) the Quality of our Petitioners, 
and the Nature and Reaſonableneſs of their 
Petition to us this Day. And, if it appear 
jaitly and properly introduced on this Occa- 
ſion, (as J conceive it is) if the Widow and 
ber Sons, which are ſpoke of in the Text, 
have plainly their Correſpondents among the 
Objects of this Charity, and if the Sum and 
Subſtance of both their Stories and Complaints 
be nearly one and the tame; then (waving all 
other Points of Reſemblance in the two Caſes, 
which cannot be adjuſted with equal Proprie- 
ty) my whole Deſign in producing this Scrip- 
ture is anſwer'd. And as there are no prac- 
tical Duties ariſing from it to be inforced, nor 
any Doctrine to be explained, I ſhall therefore 
adapt the Remainder of this Diſcourſe to the 
particular Occaſion of our aſſembling here. 

IT is natural for re to ask in the firſt 
Place, 
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Place, How there comes to be any Occaſion 
for Mcetings of this Kind on the Behalf of the 
Widows and Orphans of Clergymen, ſince we 
do not find any ſuch publick annual Collections 
{et on Foot for the Families of thoſe who have 
followed other Profeſſions or Trades; nor in- 
deed do we know that there is any Inſtitution 
of this Sort even for Clergymens Relicts in 
any other Kingdom, where there is an Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, but in this of ours? 

ALas! my Brethern, the Reafons to be 
aſſign'd for this are not of grateful Remem- 
brance, and to ſet them forth in a full Remon- 
{trance, and in ſo publick a Manner, ma / per- 
haps prove a little unwelcome; yet, as they 
are ſuch as will not only juſtify but recom- 
mend this Method of Charity, I thall briefly 
deliver them, with as much Decency, and with 
as little Offence, as I can. I am ture they are 
ſuch as neither we who are Clergymen our- 
ſelves, or Deſcendants from the Clergy, need 
be aſham'd to oon: But rather ſuch as make 
it incumbent upon us (and, I think, not un- 
becoming us) to call upon other well-diſpoſed 
Perſons to join Hands with us in carrying on 
this annual Benevolence. 

THe firſt Occaſion that was given for en- 
tering into a Scheme of publick Charity for 
the Relief of the Families of deceaſed Clergyv- 
men, was a very extraordinary one, the like 
to which we hope in God will never be given 
again: And that was, the Wants and a 
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of thoſe poor Widows, and Orphans whoſe 


Husbands and Fathers had been ejected for 
their Loyalty to the King, and Fidelity to 
the Church of Euglaud in the Time of the 
Great Rebeliton. | 

How univerſal a Calamity and Deſolation 
did then overſpread the Houſholds of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Epiſcopal Miniſters ; how numerous 
the unfortunate Families that were then turn- 
ed adrift, and remain'd deſtitute of all other 
Means of Subſiſtence than what is common to 
Vagrants and Aliens, will caſily be acknow- 
ledged by as many as know the Hiſtory of 
thoſe Times, or have examin'd the Accounts. 
of the Numbers of the ſequeſter d loyal Cler- 
gy; which, at a moderate Computation, a- 
mounted to ſeven or eight Thouſand. Of 
theſe indeed ſeveral were reſtored to their 
Benefices afterwards, (all poſſible Care being 
taken to replace them upon the King's Re- 
turn) and great Numbers of them were alſo 
unmarried. But yet it is very eaſy to gueſs, 
out of ſuch a Multitude of Sufferers, how 
many poor Families were left by the married 


Clergy, who either died beſore the Reſtora- 


tion of the King, or were never themſelves 

replaced in their Preſerments; or if they were, 

yet had contracted ſuch Debts during their 

E. jectment, as prevented their making any 

pobr Families. 

AND it was for the Relief of theſe that 
the 
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the Sons of the * Clergy were firſt incorpo- 
rated by a Royal Charter into a Body Poli- 


tick, to receive and to diſpenſe the Benefactions 


beſtowed or bequeathed to ſuch charitable 
Uſe: And not only ſo, but to eſtabliſh and 
ſupport a perpetual Fund for the Relief of 
poor Cletgymens Widows, who ſhould here- 
after, by any other Cauſe, or Family-Misfor- 
tune, become proper Objects of a publick 
Charity. 
IF then it ſhould be asked, What has this 
Account of the ſequeſter'd Miniſters Widows 
to do with our preſent Subject? I anſwer, 
Firſt, THAT it ſhews the Origin and 
Foundation of this Charity, as a publick In- 
B ſtitution, 
* In the Abſtract of the Charter granted by his Majeſty 
King Charles II. for erefting this Corporation in 1678, it 
is ſaid, That his Majeſty having taken Notice, that divers 
*© charitable Perſons had appeared very forward in contri- 
buting to the Relief of ſuch of the Widows and Children 
** of Loyal and Orthodox Clergymen as were poor, and the 
good Effect the ſame had; and taking into his Princely 
*© Conſideration the great Suſſerings of many of the Clergy 
in England for their Loyalty, was gracioully pleaſed, by 


*© his Charter under the Great Seal of England, to ordain, 
** conſtitute, and granr, That the Perſons therein named, 


** and their Succeflors, (to be elected as is therein expreſſed) * 


„ BE ONE Body PoLITICK ND CORPORATE, BY THE 
% NAMSs oF THE GOVERNORS OF THE CHA- 
* ITY FOR THE RELIEF OF. THE POOR 
« WIDOWS AND CHILDREN OF CLERGY- 
MEN; and thar, by the ſame Name, they ſhould have 
** perpetual Succeſſion, and be capable to purchaſe, have, 
„ or take Manors, Lands, and Hereditaments, exc. not 
** exceeding the yearly Value of z00 l. and ail manner of 
Goods and Chattels, and to diſpoſe thereof; and by that 


„Name to plead and to be impleaded in all Actions, . 


And to act all other Matters and Things, as fully as any 
© other Body Politick in this Realm can do.” 
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ſtitution, to have been honourable, and in no 
ways reproachful to us; inaſmuch as it was for 
the Credit and Renown of the Engliſh Clergy, 
that they ſo unanimouſly and fo reſolutely ſuf- 
fer'd the Forfeiture of their whole Livelihood 
and Subſiſtence for the Cauſe of Monarchy and 
Epiſcopacy in Times of ſuch Oppreſſion, Ir- 
religion, and Anarchy. 

AND, /econaly, J have mention'd the Occa- 
fion of the Eftabliſhment of the Corporation 
of Clergymens Sons, to ſhew how happy it 
hath been in its Conſequences: For it hath 
open'd a Way for the Diſcovery (and in ſome 
Meaſure for the Relief too) of ſuch manifold 
Neceſſities in the Houſholds of deceas'd Clergy- 
men, as probably could never have been known 
ſo evidently by any other Means. 

WrOoSOEVER caſts his Eyes upon the 
Lifts of Penſionary-Widows which are an- 
nually publiſh'd by the Governors of the Cor- 
poration, will find, that the Widows of the 
{equeſter'd Clergy have, ſince the Revolution, 
made a very ſmall Part of the miſerable Ca- 
talogue; and I preſume by this Time all of 
them who had receiv'd Aſſiſtance from that 
Fund are extinct: For it is now near thirty 
Years ſince I remember but one of them ſtanding 
at the Head of the Roll *, with a diſtinguiſh'd 

Penſion, 


* The Year here _ 'd to was 17 19. And the four firſt 
Articles of the Diſtribution made in that Year are as fol- 
low, according to the printed Abſtra, viz. 7 


To one ſequeſter'd Miniſter's Widow — — 6 
To 


(un) 
Penſion, as a Monument or Record of the 
great Calamities conſequent upon the Seque- 
ſtrations, and of the original Foundation of 
that Society and Charity. And all the Places 
of theſe ſequeſter d Clergymens Widows are 
now fill'd up with the Relicts of ſuch as held 
Preferments fince the Reſtoration, of whom 
about + Six Hundred do yearly receive ſmall 
Penfions 6: And there are ſome Hundreds 
more who would be very glad of the like ſmall 
Aſſiſtance, if the Fund were large enough to 
admit of their Enrollment among their ſuffer- 
ing Siſters . But ſo diſproportionate as yet 


B 2 is 
. . | . 
To nine Widows, at 3 l. eacch ?)! — 27 
To Three, at 41. each —.— — 12 
To Five hundred more, at 34. 105. each — 170 


CFC Oc. OC 
+ Abſtrat of the Diſtributions 1719. 

To Five hundred and Sixty-ſix poor Widows and Chil. 
dren relieved this Year 20581. 

N. B. Beſides the Penſions above there is annual) paid 
to ſeveral Perſons for appropriated Annuities, purſuant to 
the Donation of ihe Benefators — — 1371. 105, 

$ Abftra@ in 1519. — Diſtributed within the laſt twenty 
Years, among poor Widows and Children of Clergymen, ſe- 
vera Thoufand Pounds: (beſides what has been collected 
at the Annual Feaſt, which, according o Cuſtom, hath been 
generally paid by the Stewards for putting out Clergymens 
Children Apprentices) But the Number of Widows and 
Children = do partake of the ſame is fo great, that each 
Perſon's Share is very inconſiderable. And the largeſt Pen- 
ſion allowed to each Widow ſeldom exceeding Three Pounds 
and len Shillings, unleſs where the Charity is otherwiſe par- 
ticularly directed by the Donor. | 

** bid, This Charity being now publickly known, more 
poor Widows and Children do daily, in great Numbers, ap- 
ply themſelves for Relief; to whoſe Wants this Corpora- 
tion is not yet enabled to make any proportionable Supply. 
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is the Revenue, tho a very great one *, ts 
the Wants of the Clergymens Relicts, that the 
Governors were obliged, about ten Years ſince, 
to reject or poſtpone all the Petitions of the 
new Claimants upon them, till they had ſup- 
plied the Deficiences of their Stock, occaſion'd 
by too large an Admittance of Penſioners in 
the former Years. 

So that you ſee this Fountain of publick 
Munificence, being once open'd, and flowing 
for ſome Years, hath proved at length like 


the Pool and Cloyſter of Betheſda, the ga- 


thering together of the Impotent; all ſtriving 
to get into the Pool, to be cured of their ſe- 
veral Grievances. And happy they who ſtep 
in firſt; while others, after ſeveral vain At- 
tempts and Dilappointments, lie waiting for 
tome friendly Hand to put them in, or to give 
them a Relief that is equivalent. 


AND it was the Inſufficiency of the Fund 
A above, 


*The Revenues of the Corporation (in lefs than forty 
Years from its Erection by King Charles II.) being increaſed 
to near Two thouſand Pounds per Ann, by the charitable 
Benefactions of ſeveral weli-diſpoſed Perſons, and the Cor- 
poration having repre'ented the fame by their humble Pe- 
tition ro his late moſt gracious Majeſty King George; his 
Majeſty was pleaſed to grant his Royal Licence, dated the 
26th Day of December, in the firſt Year of his Reign, to 
enable the Corporation to make further Purchaſes and Ac- 
quiſitions, not exceeding Five thouſand Pounds per Ann. ibid. 

And it the Corporation's Revenues have increaſed within 
theſe laſt thirty Years, (. e. ſince the Grant of the afore- 
fd Licence) in proportion to their Increaſe in the former 
Years, or in proportion to the very great Increaſe of the 
Collections at the Annual Feaſt for twenty Years laſt paſt, 
hey muſt needs be at this Time very conſiderable, 
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above, to ſupply the large Demands oceafion'd 
by ſuch a Multitude of proper Obycts of this 
Charity, that gave Riſe to the Annual Meet- 
mgs of the Sons of the Clergy within this 

Dioceſe “. | 
Ou x diſabled Widows and Orphans lay at 
the fartheſt Diſtance from the Fountain of Re- 
lief; and the greateſt Part of them, like the 
impotent Cripple at Betheſda, had no Man to 
put them into the Fool, Whereupon ſome 
good Angel at length came, and /tirr'd the 
Waters 


* It is now near Forty Years fince this Charity was firſt 
ſet on Foot here in the North, The earlieſt Meeting of the Sons 
of the Clergy at Newcaſtie being held on September 5, 1709: 
And tho' it was at firſt rather a private Appointment between 
ſome Gentlemen who were Friends and Well-wiſhers to a 
les Scheme of this Nature; yet, as ſome ſmall Contri- 

utions were made and diſtribu'ed by them, and an Ac- 
count thereof kept, the Society, ſince formed on this lender 
and ſeemingly weak Foundation, dates iis Beginning from 
thence. 

Eſpecially as ic happen'd, that a like Atrempt was made 
in the very ſame Year in Northumberland; deligned chiefly 
for the Benefit of the two moſt Northern Deanries of Alnwick 
and Bambrough, on Sepiember 14, 1709, and upon as nar- 
row a Bottom as the other. 

The Society at Newcaſtle meeting wich publick Encourages 
ment, and with the Countenance of the Corporation there, (to 
which they own themſelves much indebted for the early 
Progreſs made in their Deſign, as wellas for other Favours) 
and receiving kind and ſeaſonable Aſſiſtance from ſeveral 
Gentlemen in the Counties of Durham and Northumberland, 
(to whom they hold themſelves greatly obliged for their 
Benevolence) 4 4 in a few Years conſiderable enough 
to ſend Relief to poor Objects in moſt Parts of the Dioce ſe 
of Durham, as will in the peculiar Juriſdiction of Hexham z 


which, being within the County of Northumberland, tho” 
not in this Dioceſe, came alſo within their Care and Con- 
cern, | | 


The 
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Waters in this Place. Another healing Spring 
to refreſh their Bowels was open'd for them 
which hitherto hath flowed with the 
deſired Succeſs; and we hope it ſhall ſtill con- 
tinue to afford them yearly Relief and Suc- 
cour: Which, tho' not proportionate indeed 
either to their Wants or to their Numbers *, 
is however equal to what could have been af- 
| forded 


The Society in the North continued in the mean Time to 
kold Annual Meetings at Alnwick and Wooler alternately, 
for the Benefit of thoſe two Deanries, where the faid Towns 
are refpeRively ſituated, with as good Succeſs as could be 
well expe&ted, tho' not equal ito that which the ſame Un- 
dertaking at Neweaſtle, for the obvious Reaſons above 
given, met with. Their Collections however ſtil} increaſed, 
and afforded an acceptable Proviſion, tho' a ſmall one, tor 
rhe poor Widows and Orphans within that Neighbourhood. 

But in the Year 1725 the two Societies united, and the 
Collection made annually at Anu, ö (and there only fince 
the Coalition) in June, has from thenceforward been thrown 
into the Collection made afterward at the Annual Feaſt at 
Wewcajile, Whereby the Widows and Orphans in the moſt 
Northern Parts, being recommended by the Aluwicé Socie- 
ty, ſhare in the Advantages of a larger Collection; which 
is diftributed, without Reſerve or Partiality, among the moſt 
proper Objects in every Part of the two Counties. 

Some of the Members of each Society, who were amon 
the firſt Undertakers in his Charity, are yet living, 2 
have the Pleaſure to ſee from what very ſmall and unpro- 
miſing Beginnings ir .hath grown, under their Hands, to 
an unexpected Degree of publick Utility: And eſpecially 
tha: Part of it, which, being planted in a richer Soil, and 
cultivated with greater Advantages, hath, within a ſmall 
Compaſs of Time, ſpread its Branches from Tees to 1weed, 
and ſhed irs Fruits in every Quarter of the interjacent Country. 

* The Number of Widows, and Deſcendants of poor 
Clergymen, (belonging to theſe Counties, now upon the 
Sociery's Books) is Eighty four, (molt of them Widows, 
and many of them having ſeveral Children, which are not 
reckon'd into the Number above-mention'd) to whom 
ſmall Penſions are allotted, according to the Increaſe or 

| Decreaſs 


„ WS —— 


(15) 
forded them from above, from a much greater 
Treafure, and a much more able Society. 

INEEOD add no more concerning the Occa- 
fion or the Uſefulneſs and Benefit of theſe Com- 
binations form'd by the Sons of the Clergy for 
the better Support of the numerous poor Ob-- 
xas above-mention'd. It may be proper to 
ſpeak to another Queſtion, which, I am ſen- 
ſible, it is natural for People to ask in the ſo- 
cond Place; and that is, 

How comes it to pals, that in a peaceful, and, 
as we commonly ſay, flouriſhing State of the 
Church, there ſhould be found ſo many Objects 
of Charity in the Families of SITE BP 

uch 


Decreaſe of the yearly Collections: Due Regard neverthe- 
leſs being always had to the Quality, Behaviour, Age, 1n- 
firmities, and other Circumſtances of the Objects, in pro- 
portioning the ſeveral Allotments agreeably thereto; fo far 
at leaſt as the Society either have, from their own Know- 
ledge, or can diſcover by Means of Certificates, and other 
Informations, ſufficient Reaſons for making ſuch Diſtinc- 
tion in the Diſtributions. By which Means, tho' there are 
ſome Penſions granted of four or five Pounds each, (i. e. 
where the greateſt Neceſſities demand the greateſt Relief) 
yet above Two Thirds of the whole Number of the Pen- 
ſions do not ariſe higher than three Pounds each; and of 
theſe again the better Half do not exceed forty Shilliags, of 
which (till there are ſome even below that Value. 

This Computation is taken from the Diſtribution in the 
preſent Year 1746; and the Proportions in che former 
Years will be found to hold, if not exactly, yet nearly 26 
ſame, As may more fully appear, by having Recourſe :0 
the Societies Accounts of all their Collections and Disburſe- 
ments, which have been kept with great Exactneſs from the 
firſt Riſe of the Underraking, bod, at Newza/ile, and in 
the Northern Deanries; ſeparately, while the Iwo Societies 
remain'd independent and wubout Cerceſpondence, bug 
jointly ſiace their Union. | 
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(16) 
ſuch deplorable Inſtances of Want and Diſtreſs 


among their Relicts? 
Tus Fact we muſt allow, whatever be the 


Reaſon of it: And I beg Leave to obſerve 


upon it, before we go any further, that it is a 
very diſcouraging Conſideration to all ſuch as 


devote their Labours and their Lives to the 


Work of the Miniſtry ; and more eſpecially 
to all ſuch as join Affinity with them with Re- 
folution to run the ſame Fortunes: It is diſ- 
couraging, I ſay, foraſmuch as it doth not 
generally appear that it is owing to the pre- 
vailing Negligence, or Idleneſs, or Extrava- 
gance of the Clergy, that ſo many weeping 


deſolate Families are leſt behind them. Were 


this indeed the Cale, that the Poverty of their 


' Houſholds was the natural Conſequence of 


their Sloth or Prodigality, (tho this ought not 
to have abated our Compaſſion for their poor 
Families, yet) we ſhould have had little to 
ſay on this Head, and ſhould have been glad 
to have waved the preſent Enquiry. But 
there are other Reaſons, and irreproachable 
ones too, to be given of this Matter. 

THe firſt is, The Meanneſs of ſeveral pa- 
rochial Endowments, and the very ſcanty Pro- 
viſion that falls to the Lot of ſo many of the 
Clergy under the preſent Eſtabliſhment. 

FAR am I from intending here any Im- 


peachment of our Conſtitution, or any Reflec- 


tion on our Laws. Far from deſigning to re- 
vive any Diſputes about the Legality of 
| Rights, 
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Rights, which were formerly held to be of a 
ſpiritual Nature, but are now paſſed from the 
Clergy into other Hands. I would only re- 
preſent. a Matter of Fact: I hope it may be 
laid without any bad Conſtruction, ſince it 
may be ſaid with Truth, that, in the preſent 
State of poor Benefices with Cure, there are 
many of the Incumbents who are quite diſ- 
abled (becauſe they have not wherewithal) 
from making any Proviſion for their Familics; 
but muſt leave them when they die ſuch 
as we find them. 8 
IN the Survey of the poor Cures through- 
out England and Wales, which was taken 
about forty * Years ago, in order to the diſ- 
charging them of Firſt-fruits and Tenths, the 
Number of Benefices with Cure, not exceed- 
ing the yearly Value of ten Pounds, was ſo 
great + as might aſtoniſh any Perſon who is a 
Stranger to theſe Matters. And of theſe again 
C there 


* 


* It was in 1707, when the whole Number of Livings 
diſcharged from Firſt-fruits and Tenths were computed to 
be 2885, and of theſe 1543 were Rectories. Bur great 
Numbers have been certified ſince that Time into the Exche- 
quer, and many do yet remain uncertified. 

j They who ſpeak in round Numbers tell us of 2000 in 
England and Wales; which may come near the Truth, ſince 
in the four Northern Dioceſes, which contain ſcarce 4 /e- 
1th Part of them, the Calculation ſtands thus, as made 
from Ecton's Lib. Val. Edit. 1742. 3 

Of Benefices, Chapels, Donatives and Curacies, within 
he Province of York, already certified as not exceeding the 
clear yearly Value of 101., there are — — 292 
And of theſe not exceeding 50. — — 104 


And of theſe not exceeding 41. 
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there are ſome fo far beneath that inconſider- 
able Value juſt now mentioned, that the cer- 
tain Income of them will ſcarce amount to the 
Hire or Wages of a common Footman. 

IT is acknowledged indeed, that, as theſe 
Cures ſingly are by no Means a Subſiſtence. 
therefore Clergymen are indulged in holding 
two or more of them together. But what 
doth ſuch neceſſary Indulgence after all a- 
mount to? Why nothing more than this, that 
the poor Man, heavy laden with his double 
Cures, his Plurality of Livings, takes a great 


dea 
Of theſe again not exceeding 314. ? — 54 
Of theſe again not excecding 24.— — 33 
And ſome of thefe again even lower till, 


Ir is very true, that, ſince thefe Valuations were taken, 
the Caſe of theſe poor Cures is fomething altered for the 
beiter; and will in Time be more ſo, by the Augmenta- 
tions made by Queen Anne's Bounty, partly by Benefatiion, 
and partly by Lor. But as this makes nothing againſt our 
aſſigning, on this Occaſion, the Meannefs of theſe old Stipends 
as one Reaſon of the Poverty ot Clergy men, ſince the Objects 
on our preſent Liſt are moſtly, if not all, the Relicts of th .. 
who lived not to enjoy any Benefit of theſe Augmeniaiio!s 
from the Bounty; ſo neither doth it make much for men ing 
our Proſpect of having fewer poor Widews and Orphans 
to take care of, at leaſt for ſome Years yet to come 
what be ſaid in the Preface to the aforemention'd Edition 
of Ecton be true, (and the Author of it ſeems to und-r- 
ſtand what he writes upon) viz. That © it will be he 
Work of Ages before arr the ſmall Livings, intiiled © 
* an Augmentation, can receive any Benefit or Share therc- 
** from; and of many Ages more before the Income oi 
every Living will be ſo advanced as to afford a Com;e- 
«« rency for the Miniſter,” — Which he thus explains in a 
ſubſequent Note, vx. „It will be $5co Years before 
all the Livings now under 50 l. per Ann, will be raiſed o 
«« 601, per Ann. ſuppoſing every Year there be the fame 
0 Money digributed as has been for three or four Tears 
& laſt paſt.” 
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deal of Pains to get a very ſorry Livelihood, 
And what if he be a further Pluraliſt under 
the Diſpenſation of Marriage, and hath a do- 
meſtick Flock to take care of along with his 
parochial ? If we ſuppoſe his little Revenues 
may ſuffice for the pretent Subſiſtence of him- 
{elf and his Dependants, is it not all we can ſup- 
poſe? Are there any Hopes of his doing more, 
or of his leaving them, when he drops, ot her- 
wile than to the Care of the Sons of the Clergy, 
and to the Charity of good People who alſiſt 
them in this friendly Work ? 

INDEED the great Comfort under this Re- 


| fletion is, that, notwithſtanding the Scantineſs 


of ſo many parochial Proviſions, the Altars of 
God are not deferted, nor his Service neglected ; 
but Men have been always found, (and tho' not 
all of them ſuch as could be wiſhed, yet /c be- 
ral of them Men of Parts, and of Worth, and 
good Degree of I carning) who, with great Ia» 
bour and with great Patience, have gone thro' 
the Work of the Miniſtry under ſuch Diſcou- 
ragements. Which occaſion'd the Obſervation 


of a great Man, and I take it to be a juſt one, 
big. © That we can ſhew in this Church of 
* England more Labourers, worthy of Hire, 


* who preach the Goſpel without Gold or Si 
ver in their Purſe, or Scrip for their Fours 
* ney, than in any other Church in the Chri- 
* ſtan World.” And I beg Leave to add to 
this Obſervation, with regard to thoſe of them 
who are now dead and gone, that their almoſt 

2 periſh- 
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periſhing Houſholds ſeem to be an Evidence 
in their Behalf, that they fed not the Flock of 
Chriſt by Conſtraint, but willingly ; not for 


filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind. For they 


might have ſhifted better in many Ways of 
Buſineſs with regard to this World's Goods, 
had they either quitted the Exerciſe, or de- 
parted from the Rules of their Function. And 
that Poverty, methinks, which thus intitles 
them to our Praiſe, ſhould more eſpecially re- 
commend their poor Relicts to our Charity, 
that, as they themſelves reaped ſo little Fruits 
from their Labours when living, their ſurvi- 
ving Dependants may reap a little more of 
them in Reverſion. | 

Bur to leave the Caſe of the ſmalleſt Be- 
nefices, and the unenyied Pluralifts, let us ad- 


vance a little higher. | 


- Tr is evident, that ſome Families are left very 
deſtitute, even by thoſe who were not thought, 
when alive, to be ſtraitned in their Revenues; 
nay, poſſibly, who were thought by ſome o 
their Neighbours to have more than they need- 
ed. What Reaſon now can be aſſigned e 
this? Why truly, if all Matters be fairly laid 
together, I am apt to think it will appear t- 
any unprejudiced Perſon, that the moſt a Clcr- 
gyman can do, even in ſuch Circumſtances 1: 
are uſually reputed eaſy and comfortable, is 


maintain a Decency ſuitable to his Charact-cr 


and the common ExpeQations of Men, ald 


to educate his Children (eſpecially if he have 


many 
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many of them) in ſuch a Manner as that they 
may be able, by their Induſtry and a little 
Portion, to live above Want and Contempt 
when their Parents are dead. 

Bur then if the good Man himſelf hap- 
pens to be wanting in worldly Prudence, to 
be uns kill'd in the Arts of OEconomy and fru- 
gal Management, which ſometimes is, or eaſily 
may be ſuppoſed to be, the Caſe of a worthy 
Clergyman, conſidering that neither the Edu- 
cation, nor the Studies proper to his Calling, 
lead towards ſecular Wiſdom: I fay, if this 
happens to be his Caſe, and he hath none in 
his Family whoſe Head is better turn'd to theſe 
Matters than his own, no Marvel if his Re- 
licts be expoſed at his Deceaſe to a Way of 
Life in no ways ſuitable to what they had been 

us'd to; if not, moreover, to a Want that de- 
| mands our Compaſſion and Relief. 
| AND we ſhall be the leſs turpriſed at this, 
| if we further reflect upon ſome Difficulties 
j which Clergymen lie under in improving their 

Incomes, which Men of other Callings and 
Buſineſs do not. 
T SHALL juſt mention a few of them which 
are the moſt obvious. 
As, firjt, The Revenues of the Clergy are 
- uſually known to all about them, and are of- 


0 ten magnified above their true Value; and it 
c is univerſally expected they ſhould live up to 
4 what they have, or (to ſpeak more truly, and 
e which yery much alters the Calc) to what they 
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are reputed to have: And if they do not, 
they are liable to the Imputation of being 
worldly-minded, and in Danger of giving 
Offence to weak Perſons who have not ſo can- 
did a Regard to their real Abilities, as a ſcru- 
pulous Reſentment of their not ſupporting 
that Hoſpitality which becomes their Func- 
tion. Whereas, on the other hand, the Gains 
of Men who follow other Occupations of Life 
arc pretty much unknown, ſo that they are at 
Liberty, in the Eye of the World, to live as 
frugally as they pleaſe: Nay, the more frugal- 
ly they live, the more it advances their Cre- 
dit, in the Way of Trade eſpecially ; and the 
more it conſequently turns to their Account. 
No Cenſure attends their enriching themſelves, 
but rather Praiſe. That worldly Wiſdom, 
which even in Suppoſition hurts a Clergyman's 
Character, has the good Fortune in reality to 
eſtabliſh theirs. So different are the Terms 
upon which Men, thus diftinguiſh'd in their 
Characters, are to enjoy their own. 

Bur, /econaly, We are alſo to remember, 
that the Clergy are confined wholly to their 
_ own Calling and Employment, and are totally 
debarr'd from engaging in any other gainful 
and profitable Buſinets: Neither will the Con- 
ſtitutions of the Church, nor the Statute-Laws 
of the Realm, nor indeed the Nature of their 
own Employment, (which is Buſineſs enough 
for them of itſelt) ſuffer them to turn their 
Heads and Cares to any other Affairs of Li 

that 
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that bring in ſecular Emoluments. Whercas 
there is no Bar to croſs the Road of other Per- 
fons, or to hinder them from improving their 
Incomes, and raiſing their Fortunes, by an ho- 
neſt Induſtry, in any Way that they like beſt, 
over and above the particular Buſineſs or T rade 
that they were bred to. 

AND as it falls not to the Turn of the 
Clergy to advance their Circumſtances in the 
Ways of the World, and as it is not in their 
Power, (at leaft it is very rarely ſo) by the 
utmoſt Application, to make any conſiderable 
Enlargements of their Incomes, which are 
moſt commonly fixed and fettled to their 
Hands; ſo it oftentimes proves a Lois to 
them, and a Difficulty upon them, that they 
are obliged not to remit or give up any of 
their Rights by the Eſtabliſhment. 

AND this, in the third Place, is another 
Thing that merits our Regard. Other Men, 
who do not act in Truſt = Succeſſors, are 
at Liberty to wave their own Kights when 
they pleate, if they chuſe rather ſo to do 
than to commence expenſive Conteſts at Law. 
Bur the Clergy cart recede from the Rights 
of their reſpective Churches; I mean, they 
ought not: They cannot with a good Con- 

ſcience ſuffer them to be invaded or taken 
away, if by the Laws of the Land they can 
ſupport them. And you may gather by an 
eaſy Conſequence from hence, what Expence, 


as well as Trouble, even peaceſul and prudent 
Men 
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Men may be drawn into, by a faithful Diſ- 
charge 4 this Truſt repoſed in them, in main- 
taining or recovering juſt and unalienable 
Rights; eſpecially if they have the Misfor- 
tune to conteſt them with Perſons of litigious 
'Tempers, and more able Fortunes. 

IMG HH add to theſe Conſiderations the 
extraordinary Charge that attends the Admiſ- 
ſion to Benefices; I mean ſuch Livings as were 
not diſcharged by the Queen's Bounty : An 
Expence to which, I believe, there 1s nothing 
that bears Proportion i in the Admiſſion to Ci- 
vil and Military Employments. I might add, 
that the Revenues of the Clergy are common- 
ly rated to all the publick Taxes: Whereas 
Men of other Buſineſs, and perhaps of the 
moſt profitable Buſineſs, are not /o aſe{ed for 
the Gains of their Employments. I might 
add ſome other Incumbrances peculiar to the 
Clergy, as their yearly Payments to the 
Crown, (for all the Livings remaining in 
Charge) and to their Eccleſiaſtical Superiors; 
(frequently twice in the Vear, and ſometimes 
thrice) which Things are little conſidered by 
any but thoſe who feel the Weight of them, 
and who yet make no Complaint, ſeeing it is 
the Law of the Land, and there is no Remedy, 

Now, I fay, laying all theſe Points toge- 
ther, why ſhould any of us make a Wonder, 
it Clergymen, who have nothing but their Be- 
nefices to ſupport them, (and you will hardly 
3 theſe Men to be few in Number) and 


who 
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who yet live in good Credit in their Neigh- 
bourhood, and are uſually eſteem'd by all to 
have enough, by ſome perhaps to have too 
much,---ſhould happen, after all, at their Death 
to leave behind them humble Petitioners 
for this Charity. 

IT is unreaſonable to object againſt this, In- 
ſtances of three or four Clergymen in a whole 
County growing rich, or buying Eſtates, or 
building up Families; for can it be expected 
otherwiſe than that @ few, out of ſo great 
a Number, will make all thoſe Advantages of 
good Preferments that other Men make of 
their ſecular Occupations? But if we look 
about, we ſhall find this to be ſo uncommon 
a Thing, eſpecially to be done by the paro- 
chial Clergy, out of the meer Gains of their 
Profeſſion, that it will rather add Strength to 
my former Obſervations than weaken them. 
The Clergy of England are computed about 
Twelve Thouſand in Number; many of theſe 
in every Dioceſe are poſſeſs d of fair Revenues, 
and how few Inſtances (comparatively with 
their Number) can be produc'd in half an Age 
of any Thing like a great Eſtate left by them 
to their Families, or raiſed out of Eccleſiaſtical 
Preferments? And yet I believe it will not be 
denied but that many of them are Men of ſuch 
Capacities and Abilities, that if they had chan- 
ced to have been bred to other Callings, they 
might have made as great a Figure, and have 


amaſſed together as ample Fortunes, to have 
Sth D trant- 
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tranſmitted to their Poſterity, as others com- 
monly do in all the creditable Ways of Life. 
Hour ſuch is their Profeſſion, that this nei- 

ther 76, nor ought to be, their Study or their 
Aim. If it were, I apprehend the Scheme 
of their Houſholds would appear at their De- 
ceaſe otherwiſe than it utually doth, and their 
Widows would produce another Sort of In- 
ventory than they generally exhibit, and we 
might well be excuſed the Trouble of repre- 
ſenting their Diſtreſs, or preferring Petitions 
for them. 

Bur it is to the Honour of our deceaſed 
Brethren, when we can ſay, that they have 
not laid up their Treaſures in this World, 
nor trujted in uncertain Riches ; but have ſet 
their Hearts upon thoſe Premiums that are 
proper to their Calling; Fremiums to be ex- 
pected in a better Place than this World is, 
and quite of another Nature from the Ho- 
nours and Revenues that are ſometimes annex- 
ed to the Profe ſſion. 

LHAVRE ſpoken plainly and freely to this 
Head, becauſe I think that thoſe Kind of Ar- 
guments that do moſt truly repreſent and ac- 
count for, and thereby beſt juſtify the Poverty 
of our Widows and Orphans, do the moſt ef- 
fectually recommend this Charity. Particular 
Exceptions there may be to every Article that 
I have urged; yet I perſuade myſelf, that in 
the Main, and ſaving a few Exceptions, I 
Have ſpoken the Truth of the Matter. - 

| NY 
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AxD I deſire that nothing which has been 

now ſaid may be miſconſtrued as an invidious 
Compariſon between Men of our Cloth and 

thoſe of other Faculties or Buſineſs. We of 
the Clergy, and of the Sons of the Clergy, do 
heartily congratulate with People of all other 
Profeſſions and Callings, and with their De- 
{cendants too, that there is no ſtanding Ne- 
ceſſity, like this in our Caſe, for their droop- 
ing Families to be upheld by thoſe of the 
Fraternity with a publick annual Collection. 
We wiſh that it may never fall to the Turn 
of any other Profeſſion but this of ours, and 
of our Fathers, to ſtand diſtinguiſh'd by ſo 
{ad a Circumſtance as this Day's Meeting be- 
tokens and manifeſts to the World. And I 
hope it is without Offence, that we call upon, 
and invite all ſuch as are Witneſſes of this our 
Labour of Love to join with us in this Mini- 
ſtration, and to cajt their Offering too into 
this Corban. 


I canxorT conclude without ſome Ada7eſs 

to you, my Brethren, Sons of the Clergy. 
Wr are not only a Body incorporated by 
Law for this particular Purpoſe, but we are 
now, ſince the Reformation, in the Compaſs 
of two Centuries, (from the Time that the 
Clergy had the natural and ſacred Rites of 
Marriage reftor'd to them) become a ſignificant 
Part of the Body of this Realm. And I have 
found it ſomewhere _ that no one Race 
2 0 
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er Generation of Men, or to ſpeak mote pro- 
perly, no Set of Perſons, immediately de- 
ſcended from Parents of the fame Profeſſion 
or liberal Calling, are ſo much ſcatter'd and 
diſpers'd into all Ways of T ife and Tracks of 
Buſineſs, as the Sons of Clergymen are. 

I canxorT indced fo well anſwer for the 
Truth of this Fact, as I can account, from pro- 
bable and obyious Reaſons, why it ſhould be 
ſo in the Courſe of Things. For the Cale is, 
very few of us are born to Fortunes, or to any 
fixed Settlement of Life. Moſt of us are o- 
bliged upon the Deceaſe of our Fathers to quit 

| our Abode, and ſhiſt for ourtelves, whatever 
our Age or Education be. Neither is there 
that Encouragement or Proſpect for us to be 
bred up in the Ways of our Fathers that there 
is in ſome other Occupations in Life. With 
us there is no building upon a Parent's Stock 
or Credit: There is no ſucceeding him, or 
carrying on his Buſineſs when he departs this 
World, and if ſuch an Opportunity ſhould 
happen to offer itſelf to us, yet the Eccleſia- 
ſtical Conſtitutions forbid it, without a parti- 
cular Diſpenſation for it. So that partly from 
a Deficiency in our Patrimony, which lays us 
under Obligations to turn our Brains to ſome - | 
f->#table Scheme of Life or other, and part- 3 
cen our Freedom to make our Option of 2 
an Hip gyment, juſt as Inclination and Op- 
porting tes fhall invite us: it follows, that we \ 
#3/ : 11: 2 the Roads of Buſineſs, and ſpread j 
Our 
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ourſelves into every Path of Breeding and of 
Life. Which hath given Occaſion for an Ap- 
plication of Iertulliauis Words, in his Apolo- 
getich, to our Cale: Vejira omnia imple- 
wimus, urbes, muniapia, cailra, decurias, 

alatium, ſenarum, forum. For the Deſcen- 
dants of the Clergy have not only like their 
Fathers ſtep'd into the Pulpit, but have made 
2 conſiderable Appearance at the Bar, and in 
the Camp, and in the Fleet; have been em- 
ploy'd in all Offices Civil and Eccleſiaſtical; 
have applied themſelves to all Branches of 
Trade, foreign and domeſtick; and exerciſed 
their Genius in every uſeful Occupation “. 
And indeed, conſidering the Numbers of them 


that are yearly turn'd adrift, and plunge them» 
ſelves into the vaſt Sea of worldly Buſineſs, 
tis a Bleſſing that ſo many of them do emerge 


fortunate. 
os No W, 


* They who are curious to examine into the Juſtice of 
this Remark will find a good deal of Matter for their En- 
quiry in the printed Liſts of the Governors of the Corporation 
above, conſiſting altogether of Sons of Clergymen, The Liſt 
more immediately referr'd to, (being the only one now at 
hand) is that of the Year 1719, conſiſting of above 750 Per- 
ſons, then Governors, ſome of whom were named in the 
original Charter, and others choſen ſince. Among whom 
may be found not only Perſons poſſeſſed of all manner of 
Church Dignities and Preferments, but filling, either then, 
or afterwards, all the eminent Poſts in the Law from the 
Great Seals downwards; Men of all Denominations in the 
Art of Phyſick, as well as many Doctors in the Faculty; 

fficers in Land and Sea Service; Merchants and Tradeſ- 
men of various Kinds; beſides many other Perſons of Cre- 
dit and Figure: Of all which Number of Clergymens Sons it 
appears, by the ſaid Liſt, that above zoo have been either 
vteward: of the Feaſt, or otherwiſe Benefactors to the Charity, 
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Now, my Application of all this is as fol- 
lows, viz. That ſo many of us as are indebt- 
ed to the good Providence of God for our Suc- 
ceſs in Life, ſeem to be under a more ſpecial 
Obligation to remember the poor Objects of 
this Charity, who are in ſome Senſe allied to 
us, and have a double Claim to ſome Partici- 
pation of our good Things, from their connec- 


ted Relations to the Miniftr y, and to Poverty. 


AN p where can our Abundance, when it 
overflows, more ſuitably diſcharge itſelf, than 
to the comforting thoſe forlorn Widows, whoſe 
Proſpects of Happineſs in this Life are over, 
having no new Turn to take in the World ; 
and to the aſſiſting and providing for thoſe 
little Orphans, of both Sexes, who are yet 
too young to look out for themſelves, and 
too tender to fight their Way among Mankind ? 

AL1Low me to remind you, my Brethren, 
of one Thing more upon this Occaſion; and 
that is, that in this charitable Regard that we 
ſhew to the Relicts of thoſe who bore the 
fame Function with our Fathers, and were in- 
titled to the ſame Reſpects, we do in a pub- 
lick Manner recognize and revere our Paren- 
tage. We honour cur Fathers and our Mo- 
thers. Something we owe to the Memory 
of their ſacred Character, becauſe ſomething 
of the Credit of their Office reſts upon us. 
For, as Solomon obſerves, The Glory of Chil- 
dren are their Fathers, Prov. xvii. 6. I do 
ſuppoſe we have as good Realon, at leaſt, as 


any 
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any other Race of Men, to apply this to our- 
ſelves. Not that I mention it with Deſign 
to boaſt an Honour, but to inſpire a Virtue. 
Permit me therefore to repeat the Wiſe Man's 
Saying : Childrens Children are the Crown of 
old Men; but the Glory of Children are their 
Fathers. Which Biſhop Patrick paraphraſes 
thus: The Honour and Comfort of Parents 
“lies in a numerous Progeny, which do not 
* degenerate from their Anceſtors Virtues. 
« And that which makes Children illuſtrious, 
js their being deſcended from worthy Parents, 
« whoſe Wiſdom and Virtue reflect Honour 
on their Poſterity.” 

LET us therefore Jook unto the Rock from 
whence we are hewn, IIa. li. 1, 2. and to the 
Hole of the Pit whence we are digged. Let 
us lool unto Abraham our Father, and unto 
Sarah Hat bare us. Let us reflect both on 
the Characters and Examples of thoſe from 
whoſe Loins we are ſprung, that we may ad- 
here to their Faith, and imitate their Conver- 
lation. And let us not think to ſay within 
eurſelves, we have Abraham to our Father, 
Luke iii. 8. unleſs we do the Works of Abra- 
ham, John viii. 39. and walk in the Steps of 
his Faith and Obedience. Let us evidence 
our Lineage by the Purity of our Lives, and 
ew to what Tribe we belong by the Spirit 
we are of. 


Ax D now I think nothing remains, but 
that 
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that I ſhould” beg the Bleſſing of God upon 
this good Work in which you-are engaged: 
And whether my Endeavours can any Ways 
contribute to your Sueceſs in it, or not; yet, 
for my Brethren and. ee Sales, 1 
will wiſh you Proſperity: Tea, herauſc of the 
Houje of the Lord our God, I will {eek ts 
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